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      LeChase co-sponsors VETCON 2017 

LeChase’s Syracuse office hosts                             
its first XBE Meet & Greet  

LeChase XBE Subcontractor Program Manager Sherry Jackson 
(pictured far left), Business Development Coordinator Jennifer Bills-
Standard (pictured right) and Schenectady office Estimator Scott      
Lawler met with veterans from nearly every branch of the U.S. military 
at The Desmond Hotel in Albany, discussing current bidding                           
opportunities and how to do business with LeChase. 

LeChase team members in                          

attendance pictured left to right:                                                 

Bob Conlan, Linda MacDowell,                   

Marc Macro, Tracy Macro, Paul Klinko,               

Sherry Jackson, Troy Forbes,                        

Jeff Stafford and Robert Donnelly 

The Syracuse office hosted its first XBE Meet & Greet at the Maplewood 
Suites in Liverpool on September 26. Eighty people attended the                
two-hour networking session, representing nearly 50 XBE firms based 
or willing to work in the Central NY region. (Additional event photos                
featured on page 6.) 

The following team members delivered the afternoon’s presentation:                
Paul Klinko, operations manager, provided a company overview and 
info about the LeChase Safety Program; Sherry Jackson discussed the 
LeChase XBE Subcontractor Program and prequalification process; 
and Marc Macro, project executive, spoke about LeChase’s                 
prospective and current bidding opportunities.  

Guest speaker Rafael Salaberrios, vice president of economic                      
revitalization at Empire State Development, provided attendees with 
info about New York State’s “Bridge to Success” Loan Program.  

On November 28 and 29, LeChase served as a co-sponsor of VETCON 
2017, joining scores of state agencies, authorities and veterans for two 
days of networking and hands-on workshops designed to help provide 
veterans who are transitioning from active duty to everyday life with 
the tools they need to be successful in their businesses or careers.  

Second annual event in Albany dedicated to the education                                                        
and professional growth of veterans in economic transition 
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https://esd.ny.gov/bridge-success-loan-program


 

Below:                                
Brandt Smith,               

Priscilla Reed and 
Denise Thompson  
staff the LeChase 
booth in Durham. 

 

Top right: Ann Van Auken and 
Denise Thompson at the 

Durham event.  

Above: Denise Thompson pre-
sents awards during the event 

LeChase helps celebrate minority businesses in North Carolina 
In 1983, U.S. President Ronald Reagan first proclaimed a national Minority Enterprise Development 
(MED) Week to recognize the outstanding accomplishments of minority business people and to 
honor those corporations and financial institutions that support minority business development. 
Since then, the U.S. Department of Commerce’s Minority Business Development Agency (MBDA) 
has sponsored annual MED Week observances.  

This past October, LeChase helped sponsor MED Week events in both Durham and Charlotte, N.C. 
In addition to a recognition lunch, the events also included workshops and a chance to interact 
with attendees.  

Denise Thompson, LeChase regional diversity manager, served on the planning committee for the 
Durham event and helped present awards during the luncheon. Other LeChase employees attend-
ing in either Durham or Charlotte were: Jack Goodrich, Seth London, Angela Carter, Ann Van 
Auken, Brandt Smith, Denny Mangum, Duran Davis, Mike Higgins, Marcus Tuttle, Priscilla Reed and 
Steve Loneman.  

According to the MBDA, North Carolina has more than 183,000 minority-owned businesses that                  
collectively  generate more than $16 billion in annual sales.   
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 Right:                                          
Mike Higgins and                    

Denise Thompson                     
pose next to the                         

co-sponsor signage at                 
the Charlotte event. 



 XBE Subcontractor Program Reminder 

ATTENTION, PROJECT TEAMS!                                                       
Are you familiar with LeChase’s XBE verification process? 

See below for more info. 

On November 14, nearly 300                
XBE firms (NYS) were emailed                 
an invitation to become “XBE                    
Verified” with LeChase.  
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As we continue our extensive XBE 
outreach efforts to identify quali-
fied construction-related small 
businesses, more certified M/WBE, 
DBE, SDVOB, HUB, etc., firms will 
be invited to fill out and submit 
our one-page XBE Verification 
Questionnaire, which does two 
things upon approval:  

 It enables firms to be flagged 
as “XBE Verified” in our new 
bid management platform, 
Building Connected. 

 It allows our project teams to 
readily notify XBE firms about 
prospective or current bidding 
opportunities, thus accelerat-
ing the procurement process. 

If you have an XBE firm that you’d 
like to invite to become verified 
with LeChase, please email Sherry 
Jackson or Denise Thompson.  

As a reminder, the status of a              
firm can change at any time; be 
sure to check Building Connected               
often for updates, as well as the                      
applicable certifying agency. 

Our XBE Verification Question-
naire doesn’t replace LeChase’s 
full prequalification form. Firms 
may be asked to provide                         
additional information prior to 
contract award.  

mailto:sherry.jackson@lechase.com?subject=XBE%20Verification%20Questionnaire
mailto:sherry.jackson@lechase.com?subject=XBE%20Verification%20Questionnaire
mailto:denise.thompson@lechase.com?subject=XBE%20Verification%20Questionnaire


Company Quick Facts: 

 Based in Ithaca, NY 

 NYS Certified WBE  

 Business size: $100k to $499k 

 Services include: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

619 Comfort Road 
Ithaca, NY 14850 

www.kingsleymade.com 

Chelsey Kingsley 
CEO 

chelsey@kingsleymade.com 
607.342.5073 

 
John Kingsley 

Master Craftsman 
john@kingsleymade.com 

607.342.5072 

NYS Certified WBE Commodity Codes                                       
(as of 11/30/17): 
 
 NAICS 337212—Custom architectural    

woodwork and millwork manufacturing 
 
 NIGP 15049—Millwork: counters, custom-

made cabinets, shelves, stairs, etc.  

 Architectural woodworking 

 Moldings & trim  

 Hardwood flooring 

 Custom casework 

 Drafting & design 

 Lumber 

“Kingsley is about what clients are 
looking for, need and envision.                      

If you can imagine it,                                 
we can build it!”  

- Chelsey Kingsley, CEO 
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XBE Firm Spotlight: Kingsley Quality Woodworking 

Kingsley Quality Woodworking solves sourcing challenges and obstacles for builders and project 
leads. Decades as high-end makers and precision manufacturing allow them to provide a full scope 
of wood components and materials for design aesthetics and installation efficiency.  

Kingsley is at work to have an impact on how environments come together and the success of their 
clients by supplying what is needed to get the job done as designed and on time. 

http://www.kingsleymade.com
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LeChase’s Syracuse office hosts its first XBE Meet & Greet                                
(cont. from cover page)  

 Attendees greet one another                                             
during the LeChase presentation. 

Linda MacDowell and Tracy Macro                                                 
greet attendees as they arrive.  

                   Marc Macro talks about prospective                                        
and upcoming bidding opportunities. 

Sherry Jackson sits with Eugene Wade of                            

B&E Paving and Construction to discuss                                

how to do business with LeChase. 

Sherry Jackson talks about LeChase’s XBE             
Subcontractor Program and prequal process. 

Ray Salaberrios (pictured right) talks with Engel  
Fernandez of API Professional Installers about                
ESD’s “Bridge to Success” Loan Program.  

Sherry Jackson and Tracy Macro present raffle                 
winner April Neave of Neave Painting with a $100    
gift card.  

Jim Wood of Minority Commerce Weekly catches up 
with Amber Stevens of North Country PTAC. 

Page 5 LeChase XBE Update :: December 2017 



Did you miss the last LeChase XBE Update?                                      

You can access it on the intranet using the following path:                            
Departments>Legal & Risk Management>Forms and 
Files>LeChase XBE Program>LeChase XBE Update>September 
2017 

The LeChase XBE Update is a newsletter about the ongoing 
efforts of our XBE Subcontractor Program. The “X” in XBE                   
encompasses M/WBE, DBE, SDVOB, HUB, etc., and other forms 
of disadvantaged businesses as recognized by the government.   

Have you visited the LeChase XBE Subcontractor Program page on the intranet to check out our 
latest tools and quick links? Do you have a suggestion that could help our teams better navigate 
their XBE projects? Let Sherry Jackson or Denise Thompson know about your idea. 

Need help              
understanding 

XBE compliance 
reporting or 

where to search 
for XBE firms? 

New tools and                   
quick links are 
right at your                  

fingertips           
on the               

intranet. 

 Check back                
often for                     

more updates! 

XBE Tools on the Intranet 
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http://intranetprod.lechase.com/XBE
mailto:sherry.jackson@lechase.com?subject=XBE%20Tools%20
mailto:denise.thompson@lechase.com?subject=XBE%20Tools

